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ORDINANCE NO. ______ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CARNATION, 
WASHINGTON, AMENDING CHAPTER 15.68 CMC SIGNS 
AND FENCES; CLARIFYING THE HEIGHT LIMITS FOR 
CERTAIN MONUMENT SIGNS AND FREESTANDING SIGNS 
ALONG TOLT AVENUE;   AUTHORIZING THE DISPLAY OF 
ELECTRONIC READER BOARDS WITHIN THE PUBLIC USE 
(PU) ZONE ALONG TOLT AVENUE; AMENDING CHAPTER 
15.08 BASIC DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS   TO 
ESTABLISH NEW DEFINITIONS RELATED TO SUCH 
SIGNAGE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.    

WHEREAS, the City of Carnation regulates the display of signage through local 

regulations codified at Chapter 15.68 CMC; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to update and amend said regulations by 

clarifying the height limits for certain monument signs and freestanding signs along Tolt Avenue, 

and to authorize the display of electronic reader boards within the PU zone along Tolt Avenue; 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CARNATION, WASHINGTON, DO 

ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.   Findings. The City Council hereby adopts the above recitals as findings 

in support of the regulations set forth in this ordinance, together with the following: 

{JZL1176329.DOC;1/00047.900000/ } - 1 - 



A. The City is authorized by State law, including but not limited to Chapter 

35A.11 RCW, Chapter 35A.63 RCW, and Chapter 36.70A RCW to enact local regulations 

governing the display of signage within the City.  

B. The Planning Board conducted a public hearing on the substance of this 

ordinance on June 24, 2014, and recommended adoption by the City Council.  The City 

Council held a public hearing on this ordinance on _________, 2014.   

C. The regulations set forth in this ordinance have been processed and 

considered by the City in material compliance with all applicable procedural requirements, 

including but not limited to requirements related to public notice and comment.   

D. All relevant requirements of SEPA have been satisfied with respect to this 

ordinance. 

E. The City Council has carefully considered, and the regulations set forth in 

this ordinance satisfy, the review criteria codified at CMC 15.100.030(E).       

F.  The regulations set forth in this ordinance will advance the public health, 

safety and welfare. 

Section 2.   Amendment of CMC 15.08.010.  Section 15.08.010 of the Carnation 

Municipal Code is hereby amended by the addition of a new definition for “Sign, electronic reader 

board” to provide in its entirety as follows: 

15.08.010 Definitions of basic terms.  

. . . . 
“Reader-board, electronic” means an electronically controlled sign 
face or part of a sign face providing for readily changeable letters, 
symbols or other copy. 

. . . . 
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  Section 3.   Amendment of CMC 15.68.040.   Subsection (A)(2) of Carnation 

Municipal Code Section 15.68.040 is hereby amended to provide in its entirety as follows: 

15.68.040  Exemptions from permitting requirements. 
. . . . 

    2. Signs directly related to a government building, 
structure, service, roadway or activity that are installed or otherwise 
required by the city or other governmental entity,  but excluding 
electronic reader boards; 
. . . .  

 
  Section 4.  Amendment of CMC 15.68.060.  Subsection (D)(2) of Carnation 

Municipal Code Section15.68.060 is hereby amended to provide in its entirety as follows: 

15.68.060   General provisions. 
. . . .  

2. Backlight signs are prohibited except for projecting 
signs along Tolt Avenue and electronic reader boards pursuant to 
CMC 15.68.090(C). 
. . . .  

 
 

  Section 5.  Amendment of CMC 15.68.090.  Subsection (C) of Carnation Municipal 

Code Section15.68.090 is hereby amended to provide in its entirety as follows: 

15.68.090   Permanent house of worship, institutional, 
governmental and school identification signs. 

. . . .  

C. In addition to the identification sign allowed under 
subsection A of this section and the mural, symbol, emblem or 
mascot allowed under subsection B of this section, properties within 
the Public Use zoning district that immediately front Tolt Avenue 
may display one on-premises freestanding or wall-mounted 
electronic reader board subject to the following requirements: 

1. Wall mounted electronic reader boards shall 
not exceed ten percent of the building façade or thirty-two 
square feet in size whichever is smaller. 

2. Freestanding electronic reader boards shall 
not exceed the height and size dimensions for signs found in 
Chart I and shall be located not less than five feet from a 
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public right-of-way. 

3. Reader boards are limited to alphanumeric
messages only. 

4. Scrolling, blinking or flashing messages are
not allowed. 

5. Signs shall not contain moving graphics, text,
or video. 

6. No more than 2 colors shall be used for each
message. 

7. Electronic reader boards may have messages
that change, however, sign messages shall not change more 
than once every 60 seconds.  

8. Letter height on the signs shall be between 7
and 24 inches. 

9. Signs shall be designed to prevent light and glare
from being visible to adjacent residential properties. 

10. Signs shall be turned off between the hours of
10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. except during emergencies. 

. . . . 

Section 6.   Repealer.  Section 15.68.100 of the Carnation Municipal Code is hereby 

repealed in its entirety. 

Section 7.   Amendment of CMC 15.68.110.    Subsection (E) of Carnation 

Municipal Code Section 15.68.110, including Chart I, is hereby amended to provide as contained 

in Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference as if set forth in full.     

Section 8.  Copy to Commerce.  Pursuant to RCW 36.70A.106, the Planning 

Director is hereby authorized and directed to provide a copy of this ordinance to the State 

Department of Commerce within 10 days of adoption.  

 Section 9.  Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance 

should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity 
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or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, 

clause or phrase of this ordinance. 

Section 10.   Effective Date.  This ordinance or a summary thereof consisting of the 

title shall be published in the official newspaper of the City, and shall take effect and be in full 

force five (5) days after publication. 

APPROVED by the Carnation City Council this _____ day of ___________, 2014. 

MAYOR, JIM BERGER 

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 

CITY CLERK, MARY MADOLE 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY: 

BY 
J. ZACHARY LELL 

FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:   
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 
PUBLISHED: 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 
ORDINANCE NO.   
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E. Freestanding Signs. Freestanding stands may be displayed pursuant to the 
following restrictions: 

1. Freestanding signs may be monument signs or standing signs.
Monument signs may only be used where the underlying building
is set back at least twenty feet from the public right-of-way;

2. Nonresidential developments may utilize a single freestanding sign
on-site subject to the regulations in Chart I below.

Chart I. 

Where a small letter appears in a caption in the chart, refer to the corresponding note 
below. 

Nonresidential Uses 
Freestanding Sign 
Requirements(a)(b)(c)(d)

Single + Multitenant 
Developments up to 25,000 
sf 

Single + Multitenant 
Developments more than 
25,000 sf 

Single + Multitenant 
Developments more than 
50,000 sf 

Height limit, monument 
sign 

42" 6' 6' 

Height limit, standing sign 6’ 6’ 6’ 
Maximum size limit 20 sf 30 sf 32 sf 
Minimum setback 5' 5' 5' 
Landscaping(c) 1 sf landscaping per 1 sf of 

sign face 
1 sf landscaping per 1 sf of 
sign face 

1 sf landscaping per 1 sf of 
sign face 

Minimum separation(d) 150' 150' 150' 

Notes: 
(a); sup; A minimum lettering height of four inches is encouraged for readability.

(b); sup; All freestanding signs must be set back a minimum of five feet from any public right-of-way.

(c); sup; Landscaping includes a decorative combination of ground cover and shrubs to provide seasonal interest in the area surrounding the sign as required in CMC 

Section 15.76.030(D). Landscaping shall be well maintained at all times. The city planner may reduce the landscaping requirement where the signage incorporates 

decorative materials.

(d); sup; Individual buildings and developments or complexes may not display more than one freestanding sign on each street frontage. Provided, a second 

freestanding sign may be displayed on the site as long as it advertises a different business or businesses on-site and is located at least one hundred fifty feet from the 

other sign.

Exhibit A




